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Cream of the News 


Milk prices received by Wisconsin farmers in De- 
cember are expected to average $6.00 a hundred- 
weight for the first time. 

The preliminary estimate of Wisconsin’s milk 
production for 1972 was 19,638 million pounds, an 
increase of 4 percent from 1971 and nearly 1% per- 
cent more than the previous record output in 1964. 

Wholesale prices of cheese and butter increased 
from November to December. 

Butter production in Wisconsin and the Nation 
during November was below a year earlier for the 
fourth consecutive month but cheese production con- 
tinued higher. 

The index of prices received for Wisconsin farm 
products reached a record high in mid-December as 
livestock and crop prices were up from the previous 
month. 

Red meat production in Wisconsin during No- 
vember was down 4 percent from a year earlier as 
pork output continued lower. 

Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul market 
averaged a record high of $30.66 a hundredweight in 
December. 

The number of sheep and lambs on feed in Wis- 
consin continued to decline as only 15,000 were being 
fed on January 1, down 6,000 from a year ago. 

Wisconsin's crop production in 1972 was lower 
than in 1971 due to a decline in the harvested acreage 
and the yield per acre for most crops. 

Cattle feeders in Wisconsin had 1 percent fewer 
cattle and calves on feed January 1 than a year ago 
but the 23 major feeding states were up 4 percent. 

Based on the January intentions survey, farmers 
in Wisconsin and the Nation plan to increase planted 
acreage for most of the major field crops in 1973. 

Cold storage stocks of butter in the Nation at the 
end of December were above the previous year for the 
first time since November 1971. 
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MILK PRICE EXPECTED TO 
REACH $6.00 A HUNDREDWEIGHT 


Prices received by Wisconsin farmers for all milk sold in 
December was expected to average $6.00 a hundredweight 
for the first time. This price would be 7 cents higher than in 
November and 48 cents above December 1971. A year ago 
milk prices increased 3 cents from November to December. 

The November milk price of $5.93 a hundredweight was 
up 12 cents from October and 44 cents more than November 
1971. Milkfat content averaged 3.87 percent in November 
compared with 3.83 percent a year earlier. 

Producers for the Grade A market received an average 
of $6.04 a hundredweight during November, a gain of 10 
cents from the previous month and 36 cents above Novem- 
ber 1971. Manufacturing grade milk, at $5.76 a hundred- 
weight for November, was 12 cents higher than October and 
54 cents more than a year earlier. The price spread between 
market and manufacturing grade milk was 28 cents in Novem- 
ber compared with 46 cents for that month in 1971. 

A preliminary average of the monthly prices for 1972 
shows that Wisconsin farmers received $5.56 a hundredweight 
for all milk sold in 1972. This was 26 cents above the 1971 
average and the ninth consecutive year that the annual milk 
price exceeded the previous year. 


Milk Prices 1/ 
























October 1972 even oe He: 
price per cwt. 1972 
Selected States ; 
Average | Price 1971 1972 712) Tee Pe Boe 
test er cwt. change | Cwt. 2/ 
Percent | Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Percent | Dollars 
Milk for all uses 
Wisconsin 5 3.2,-)... 3.86 5.81 5.49 5.93 ej fe} 6.00 
Minnesota ...... 3.70 S237 5.14 5.53 ee te) 5.54 
TOWaré es heed ative 3.73: 5.63 5.33) Saha, at he} 5.85 
NewYork. ovo 2) 3.68 feats 6.65 7.05 + 6 6.95 
California vine os 3.60 5.70 5.80 5.80 n. c. 6.00 
United States .... 3.74 6.42 6.18 6.55 + 6 6.57 
Wisconsin utilization 
Market milk ..... 3.85 5.94 5.68 6.04 ap fe) XXX 
Manufacturing milk 3.87 5.64 5.22 5.76 +10 XXX 
Greameries:; =...) 3.85 5.48 5.19 5.57 ae ath Xxx 
Cheese factories . . 3.87 5.67 S222 5.79 stapled KX 
Varied prod. plants 3.87 525.5 5.19 5.65 ey 9) XXX 





1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 
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Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 






Change from 
















Utilization 

last year 

Dollars per cwt. Percent 
Mall form alikuses cy ican. epee eeu ole 5.01 Se27 5.36 “Hi 
Market mile ove ais ge gis aes «s-+ se 5.23 5.40 5.49 See) 
Manufacturing milk .. 022-4. 200 oe: 4.74 5.10 eat ling +9 
Creameries nists nee soeenen eet sth 4.69 4.98 5.05 +8 
American cheese plants ....... 4.75 5.13 5.19 +9 
Varied products plants ........ 4.67 5.00 5.10 1.9 

Federal Order Markets 

Chicago Regional Base Zone 3/.. Saat) 5.76 5.95 2G) 








1/Computed equivalents. 2/Preliminary. 3/Includes Milwaukee County, Wiscon- 
sin and Winnebago County, Illinois. 


1972 MILK PRODUCTION 
INCREASES 4 PERCENT 


The preliminary estimate of Wisconsin’s milk produc- 
tion for 1972 was 19,638 million pounds, an increase of 4 per- 
cent from 1971 and almost 1% percent more than the pre- 
vious record output in 1964. Wisconsin’s 1972 milk produc- 
tion accounted for over 16 percent of the Nation’s total. 

Monthly milk production in Wisconsin during 1972 ex- 
ceeded 1971 for all months. Output per cow was at record 
levels throughout 1972, reaching a high of 1,025 pounds in 
May and June. December’s milk production in Wisconsin 
totaled 1,507 million pounds, up 3 percent from a year ear- 
lier. Production increased seasonally 8 percent from Novem- 
ber to December compared with a 9 percent gain for those 
months in 1971. Output per cow averaged 800 pounds for 
December, an increase of 15 pounds from the previous year. 

The Nation’s milk production in December was 9,406 
million pounds, about the same as a year earlier. Preliminary 
estimates of milk production in the Nation during 1972 totaled 


Milk Production 






Change from 





December December 



























Selected States 1971 1972 last year 
Dec. Jan.-Dec. 

Million pounds Percent 
Wisconsin..... 1,464 1,507 19,638 4-3 +4 
Minnesota .... 762 758 9,671 cot | = a 
LOWa odehiyeis oa 356 344 4,506 =3 a2 
New York’... . 824 173 10,156 = 6 —2 
Pennsylvania .. 574 542 7,014 —6 —2 
California. ....; 779 831 10,341 +7 +7 
Other states... 4,664 4,651 59,075 Me set 
United States .. 9,423 9,406 120,401 n.c se! 








120,401 million pounds, up more than 1 percent from 1971. 
Production was above a year earlier in all months of 1972 ex- 
cept December. Grain and concentrates fed to the Nation’s 
milk cows as of January 1, 1973 averaged 13.5 pounds per 
cow compared with 12.2 pounds a year ago. Wisconsin farm- 
ers were feeding an average of 13.1 pounds of grain and con- 
centrates per cow on January 1, an increase of 1% pounds 
from that date in 1972. 


BUTTER PRODUCTION 
CONTINUES LOWER 


Production of butter in Wisconsin and the Nation during 
November was below a year earlier for the fourth consecutive 
month. The Nation’s butter output for November totaled 73 
million pounds, down 8 percent from the previous year. 
Minnesota, the leading butter making state, had a decline of 
19 percent in November and Iowa produced 24 percent less 
butter than in November 1971. Creameries in Wisconsin 
churned nearly 13 million pounds of butter during November, 
a decline of 4 percent from a year earlier. 

Cheese production in the Nation during November was 
up 3 percent from the previous year. Output of Swiss cheese 
increased 10 percent and Italian production gained 3 percent. 
Declines of 1 percent were shown for Brick and Muenster and 
all other cheese. 

American cheese production in the Nation during No- 
vember totaled almost 107 million pounds, up 3 percent from 


Current Dairy Products Estimates 






Change from 
last year 









Item and area 
Jan.-Nov. 








1,000 pounds Percent 
BUTTER 
WISCONSIN tele goes tees P3162: 12,700 187,800 — 4 tates 
Minnesota weiss rcels 19,048 15,438 242,398 = 19 = 8 
TOWA ae niceotap eters tae 6,452 4,920 81,140 — 24 - § 
Other statesi os -r-ite> 40,669 40,095 517,264 - 1 M,C. 
United Statesa%. ar. se 19,334, = 773,453 91,028,602 — 8 = 2 


CHEESE, AMERICAN 


WiISCONSifia.a4 «ktan care an 44,924 48,800 700,100 ++ "9 * 13 
Minnesotatjas. aaa « 12,753 14,659 173,254 US + 16 
Missouri® .)5,5 mutase 5,881 5,000 86,930 —15 chs 
Otherstates os ee 40,063 38,452 596,499 -— 4 +10 
United States ¢.< ..).. 103,621 106,911 1,556,783 ape) = Se 
CHEESE, 
MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
Swissitietin tena cae 12,576 13,855 161,097 + 10 rl S 
Brick and Muenster 5,354 5,319 62,659 — 1 + 10 
Limburger :2 <4... 270 178 2,308 — 34 —- 2 
Ltalian nhac 38,410 39,459 448,443 +S + 9 
All otherycn. Cm. 20 19,282 19,161 176,386 - 1 + 4 
Total hy sonceore temas 15892 2 eso We 850,893 -amey ame) 
ALL CHEESE 
United States <2. = 179,513 184,883 2,407,676 ape ai aly! 


OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 


Corda /ecs nates $8,303 60,299 726,484 ag) es} ce 


Ba 


Creamed2')/ saa 78,933 Tipo ge 963,679 =k at 
1,000 gallons Percent 
Ice Cream 

Wisconsin 19. etersele 1,522 1,300 £759'5i5) = 15 - 3 
Min ois ceases ees 3,107 SyaS 40,055 ae: hues 
TOWa' S35, ewer $51 500 7,240 — 9 re Gh 
Michigan): .<a.s)ca 2,671 2,680 ames Fes it 8 8) 
Minnesota... ce 2,178 2,380 28,145 +79) + 8 
Other states acer 45,336 44,898 605,525 A A + 2 
United: States) ~ 25 55,365 §5,133 734,445 NyCx es 





1/Includes cottage, pot, and bakers’ cheese with a milkfat content of less than 4 
percent. 2/Includes cheese with a milkfat content of 4 to 19 percent. 
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November 1971. Wisconsin factories made nearly 49 million 
pounds of American cheese in November, an increase of 9 
percent from a year earlier. Output of American cheese in 
Minnesota for November was 15 percent above the previous 
year but Missouri showed a decline of 15 percent and all 
other states combined were down 4 percent. 


Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products 
United States 






Change 















Commodity from 

last year 

1,000 pounds Percent 
Dried whole milk.......... 4,781 53293 4,223 — 20 
Dried'skini milk aes, oe. 05 103,845 86,194 35,837 — 58 
Dried buttermilk .....:.... 7,955 2,144 2,538 + 18 

Condensed milk and Evapor- 

ated milk (case goods) 1/ . 147,508 111,729 103,861 —- 7 





1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


WHOLESALE CHEESE AND 
BUTTER PRICES HIGHER 


Wholesale prices of cheese and butter increased from 
November to December. Swiss cheese, Wisconsin State Brand, 
averaged 76 cents a pound at Wisconsin assembly points during 
December, up slightly from November and nearly 11 cents 
higher than December 1971. Cheddar cheese in 40 pound 
blocks averaged 63%4 cents a pound at Wisconsin primary mar- 
kets in December, a gain of %4 cent a pound from the previous 
month and 5% cents above a year earlier. 

Butter, 92-score at New York, averaged almost 71% cents 
a pound in December. This was an increase of more than 1 
cent from November and 2% cents greater than December 
197 1h: 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 













December November December 
























oer 1971 1972 1972 1/ 

Butter, 92-score, New York, pound.... 68.99¢ 70.31¢ 71.47¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40 Ib. blocks, pound 2/..... 58.21¢ 63.01¢ 63.75¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

blocksipound 2) ince clots sys ibs ares. el a= 65.10¢ 75.86¢ 76.00¢ 
Evaporated milk, North Central States, 

case, 48-14% oz. cans, range ........ $7.70-9.08 $8.10-9.10 $———-— 
Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 

BEA DOUNG m cteiceiccr Melos a ste ee onc ous ' 31.63¢ 34.99¢ 37.36¢ 








1/Preliminary estimates. 2/Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin assembly points. 


AMERICAN CHEESE PRODUCTION 
FOR DECEMBER MAY BE DOWN 


Weekly estimates of American cheese production in the 
Nation during December 1972 indicate a slight decline from 
a year earlier. This would be the first time since July 1969 
that output of American cheese in the Nation was below the 
previous year. While the Nation’s production of American 
cheese in December could be down 1 percent, Wisconsin’s 
output was expected to be up about 3 percent. From January 
through November, production of American cheese in the 
Nation was 12 percent above that period in 1971 and Wis- 
consin showed a gain of 13 percent. 

Weekly estimates of butter production in the Nation 
during December indicate a 10 percent decline from a year 
earlier. Churnings in Wisconsin for December will be about 


9 percent under the previous year. During the first 11 months 
of 1972, butter production in the Nation was down 2 percent 
from the comparable period of 1971 while Wisconsin showed 
little change. 


Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 

















Butter American Cheese 
United States isconsin United States Wisconsin 
Periods Pogacd Change | Change y Change | Change 
fe) a from last | from last | Production | tom fast | from last 
197 year year 1972 year year 
1,000 lbs. Percent | Percent 1,000 Ibs. Percent | Percent 
November .. 73,153 — 8 — 4 106,911 ~ 3 i ae: 
Jan.-Nov. ...| 1,028,602 —- 2 Tots 1,556,783 + 12 ca Bs 
Weeks ending 
Dec. 7 2a 17,850 — 8 —10 24,250 aes = ee | 
Deest4... 17,300 = 7 — 7 24,700 ay oe eS 
Dee: 21-5 17,300 —10 — 6 25,700 — 4 + 3 
Decl2S8' 4. 19,800 —15 —12 28,800 —- 1 ae 
Totalee. Fire8 72,250 —10 XXX 103,450 - 1 Xxx 





BUTTER STOCKS 
ABOVE LAST YEAR 


Cold storage stocks of butter in the Nation at the end of 
December were above a year ago for the first time since No- 
vember 1971. Butter stocks in cold storage on December 31 
amounted to more than 101 million pounds, an increase of 
5 percent from the previous year but 14 percent below two 
years ago. The Government owned nearly 91 million pounds 
of butter in cold storage at the end of December, up 28 per- 
cent from a year earlier. 

Stocks of American cheese in the Nation’s cold storage 
facilities on December 31 were 12 percent higher than on that 
date in 1971. Supplies of Swiss cheese in cold storage were 
down 4 percent and stocks of all other cheese declined 7 per- 
cent from December 31, 1971. Total cheese stocks in cold 
storage at the end of 1972 amounted to 328 million pounds, 
a gain of 8 percent from a year earlier. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 







Change 














Commodity from last 
year 

1,000 pounds Percent 

UNITED STATES 
Butter, acoge-cdeneepawismteve 118,772 96,847 101,663 ho 
Cheese, American....... 253,984 238,900 267,208 + 12 
Cheese «Swiss':..... 340s: - 12,644 7,783 7,451 -— 4 
Cheese, all other........ 57,855 57,585 $3,624 — 7 
Cheese, total 7.7 wees. Bee 324,483 304,268 328,283 a £8 
WISCONSIN 
Buiter sles wistsceve tes = 133 4,497 4,168 = 7 
Cheese, American....... 147,098 133,852 173,250 + 29 
GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 

Buttee ics ierd eetela See 99,055 70,685 90,702 ae Pas 
Cheese, American ...... 1,266 3,259 174 — 95 





*Included in above totals. 


FARM PRODUCT PRICES 
HIGHER IN DECEMBER 


Nearly all Wisconsin livestock and crop commodities in- 
creased in price from November to December. The index of 
prices received for Wisconsin farm products as of mid-Decem- 
ber averaged 403 percent of the 1910-14 base, a record high 
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for any month. This index was up 3 percent from November 
and 15 percent higher than in December 1971. 

Steers and heifers averaged $34.20 a hundredweight as 
of December 15, a gain of $2.00 from November and $4.70 
above a year earlier. Slaughter cows, at $25.70 a hundred- 
weight for December, were up 70 cents from November and 
$5.10 higher than the previous year. 

Hogs averaged $28.50 a hundredweight as of mid-Decem- 
ber, a record high for any month. The December hog price 
was $1.90 more than a month earlier and $8.80 above a year 
ago. 

Lambs averaged $26.70 a hundredweight in December, 
an increase of 40 cents from November and $2.70 greater 
than December 1971. Sheep, at $6.00 a hundredweight, were 
unchanged from mid-November but were 70 cents above the 
previous year. The December 15 wool price of 45 cents a 
pound was the same as a month earlier but 25 cents higher 
than December a year ago. 

Calves were the only livestock item to decline from 
November to December. At $47.20 a hundredweight for 
mid-December, calves were 30 cents under November but 
still $5.90 more than December 1971. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 



























December December November December 





Poe 1970 1971 1972 1972 
Dollars 

Milk cows ....... 380.00 415.00 450.00 460.00 
Steers and heifers. . 24.70 29.50 32.20 34.20 
COWS Soci Sse cee ees 18.20 20.60 25.00 25.70 
Calveshes.- Saget s aoe 34.50 41.30 47.50 47.20 
HOSS» swans seve but 15.60 19.70 26.60 28.50 
Sheep. erratic cre 5.30 5.30 6.00 6.00 
Lambs testo saat 23.10 24.00 26.30 26.70 
WOO ens. isebereeliecss .34 .20 45 -45 
Chickens 1/5225 --0- .070 .070 095 -095 
urkey's ete. sane .230 -230 1240 -240 
EGGS says bcisteversue te -330 -320 -330 -390 
CORR i igsist steerer 1.35 1.10 1.16 1.30 
LOVER Orn Skene ss chkes 2 WS -70 -78 -86 
Soy beans tare eee 2.60 2.93 3.30 3.70 
Alfalfa hay, baled. . 20.50 21.50 31.00 33.00 





1/Excludes broilers. 


Egg prices increased 6 cents a dozen from November to 
December. Eggs averaged 39 cents a dozen as of December 15, 
up 7 cents from a year earlier and the best monthly average 
since March 1970. Turkeys averaged 24 cents a pound live- 
weight in December, the same as November but | cent higher 
than December 1971. 

Corn, oats, soybeans, and hay all increased in price from 
November to December. Corn averaged $1.30 a bushel in 
December, up 14 cents from the previous month and 20 cents 
above a year ago. Oats, at 86 cents a bushel as of mid-Decem- 
ber, was 8 cents more than November and 16 cents greater 
than December 1971. This was the highest price for oats 
since March 1952. Soybeans averaged $3.70 a bushel as of 
December 15, the most since reaching $4.00 in June 1948. 
Soybeans were up 40 cents from November. and 77 cents 
above December a year ago. Baled alfalfa hay achieved a 
record price of $33.00 a ton in mid-December, an increase of 
$2.00 from a month earlier and $11.50 higher than Decem- 
bersl97 1: 


FARM NUMBERS 
CONTINUE TO DECLINE 


The number of farms in Wisconsin as of January 1, 1973 
was estimated at 106,000. This was a decline of 1,000 farms 
from a year ago and 2,000 farms less than on January 1, 1971. 
Although farm numbers continued to decrease, the rate of 
decline was not as great in 1972 or 1973 as in earlier years. 

The land in farms totaled 19.7 million acres on January | 
this year, a drop of 100,000 acres from a year ago. Land in 
farms has also been declining at a slower rate in the past two 
years. Since reaching a high of 23.9 million acres in 1942, 
land in farms has declined by more than four million acres. 
During the past 10 years, farm land has decreased by 10 per- 
cent while the number of farms dropped 18 percent. 

As farm numbers declined, the average size of a Wiscon- 
sin farm has increased from a low of 113 acres in 1925 toa 
high of 186 acres by 1973. Farm size has gone up an average 
of 18 acres in the last 10 years. 


Number of Farms and Land in Farms 
Wisconsin and United States 1935-73 1/ 














Wisconsin United States 2/ 

Year No. of | Average Land in No. of | Average Land in 

farms size farms farms size farms 
Thous Acres Mil. acres Thous. Acres Mil. acres 

LR Serear 200 118 2355) 6,812 S'S 1,054.5 
1940 ..... 193 119 22.9 6,097 174 1,060.9 
1945) v2.55 £79. 132 23.6 §,859 195 1,141.6 
USO See 174 136 23.6 5,648 213 1,202.0 
19557 nse 155 150 PAS bys 4,654 258 1,201.9 
LOGO se .e. 138 161 27.2 3,963 297 1,175.6 
196he. 2514 136 163 22 35025. 305 iNet Wey a / 
1962. 5s spake P33 165 22.0 3,692 314 1,159.4 
1963) Tiaras 130 168 21.8 BS Srhe 322 1,151.6 
96 4a ey acs 127 170 21.6 3,457 saz 1,146.1 
TOG Ss, s 124 LIS 21.4 3,356 340 1,139.6 
T9665 antes 121 175 21.2 ey 348 1,131.8 
196 Fh. 118 PUA 20.9 3,162 355 1,123.5 
19682 2... 115 179 20.6 3,071 363 1,115.2 
O69" Tae 112 181 20.3 2,999 369 1,107.7 
19°70 Veta ere 110 183 20.1 2,954 373 1,102.8 
LOG ew ccien ets 108 184 19.9 2,909 SUF 1,097.3 
19726 ore 107 185 19.8 2,870 381 1,093.0 
19733) ci. = 106 186 19.7 2,831 385 1,088.7 





1/Including Alaska and Hawaii. 2/Data prior to 1950 are from U.S. Agricultural 
Census. 3/Preliminary. 


CROP PRODUCTION 
DOWN IN 1972 


Production of the major field crops (corn, oats, and hay) 
in Wisconsin during 1972 was lower than in 1971 due to a 
decline in harvested acreage and yield per acre. Wisconsin’s 
oats production in 1972 was down 22 percent from the pre- 
vious year as harvested acreage declined 12 percent and the 
yield per acre was 7 bushels lower than in 1971. Production 
of corn for grain in Wisconsin during 1972 was 10 percent 
under a year earlier because of a 7 percent drop in harvested 
acreage and a 3 bushel per acre reduction in yield. Hay pro- 
duction in Wisconsin for 1972 was 8 percent below 1971 as 
harvested acreage was off 2 percent and the yield per acre 
was 2.60 tons compared with 2.78 tons in 1971. 

Wisconsin’s soybean production in 1972 was up 35 per- 
cent from the previous year. This was due to a substantial 
increase in planted acreage and a record high yield of 28 
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Crop Summary of Wisconsin for 1972 














Acreage Yield per acre Production 



























1971 1970 is7n Ta Viem 1970 Ago ipilewao72 
Thousands Thousands 
FIELD CROPS 
Corn}for grain 722). 2x Noe. 1,858 2,304 2,143 82.0 98.0 95.0 Bu. 152,356 2255792 203,585 
Oats: el Aare ans is adsieteave ons 1,687 1,535 1,350 63.0 62.0 55.0 Bu. 106,281 95,170 74,250 
Barley ain ace ca cee 26 28 22 50.0 $5.0 45.0 Bu. 1,300 1,540 990 
RYN: Masintiics eoidar ok il 12 10 23.0 24.0 20.0 Bu. 253 288 200 
Wheat CLD Stes Bakcurn Menai cs bkeke 31 35 29 35.8 a heey 31.1 Bu. 1,110 1,314 901 
Winter. *aat. ao cine petted 20 22 20 39.0 42.0 32.0 Bu. 780 924 640 
Seg asin 6 aie ee are 11 13 9 30.0 30.0 29.0 Bu. 330 390 261 
Soybeans for beans........ 153 128 145 24.0 aS 28.0 Bu. 3,672 3,008 4,060 
hotatoes (all)ca.. 210 semoene 52.0 SHU 45.5 251 256 243 Cwt. 13,028 13,183 11,075 
ate;summern >. anne 15.5 15.5 15.0 240 235 230 Cwt. 3,720 3,643 3,450 
Pally ochisted sac ee 36.5 36.0 30.5 255) 265 250 Cwt. 9,308 9,540 7,625 
Pobaecou(all).. 4. s.ceeqcene oe 8.8 10.6 11.5 2,095 Pa lOXs) 2,020 Lb. 18,436 PD SHS} 235235 
DVDCIS4 sata, coor 4.4 5.3 5.4 2,135 2,270 2,100 Lb. 9,394 12,031 11,340 
YD SS sche aeeatee ere 4.4 5.3 6.1 2,055 1,980 1,950 Lb. 9,042 10,494 11,895 
HAY AND FORAGE 
Hay (lye Sate tet eancoe 3,947 3,987 3,920 2.70 Dak 2.60 Ton 10,641 11,083 10,203 
Alfalfa and mixtures .... 2,958 3,017 2,950 2.85 ee ORNS) 2.85 Ton 8,430 8,900 8,408 
Alvother 2 Setar usnihit 989 970 970 2.24 PRINS 1.85 Ton ype i | 2,183 1,795 
VEGETABLE CROPS 
Carrots ly me nenrie eae ole, ore 2.9 2.8 2.3 425 425 410 Cwt. 1,233 1,190 943 
Cabbage 1% Aen eee so ook 6.4 5.8 5.3 335 345 320 Cwt. 2,144 2,001 1,696 
Eettuce mits croisiatiers sncraiere 1.6 1.6 9 210 220 210 Cwt. 336 Boe 189 
Mintifariom acer centete i ores LI re | 10.3 4.5 55 43 30 Cwt. 611 443 135 
Onions, commercial 1/..... 17 1.6 15 260 235 250 Cwt. 442 376 37/5 
For processing: 
Green lima beans....... 6.6 5.3 6.4 97 1.25 -82 Ton 2/ 6.4 6.7 Sea 
PCGS rio, Wcdtetel ea aan ee 118.6 125.1 2262 1.16 1.17 1.34 Ton 2/ 137.6 146.4 163.8 
Suap Deansianers ieee 44.1 50.1 45.5 2.26 2.59 2.67 Ton 99.7 129.8 121.5 
SWeeticOnmls ceri ce cle oie 117.6 117.9 11:3%5 3.82 4.57 4.54 Ton 449.3 $38.8 515:3 
Cucumber for pickles .. . 1ie5 8.2 9.0 4.26 5.04 4.77 Ton 49.0 41.4 43.0 
Beets for canning, £/. 5.72 5.8 Rysts) 4.5 10.43 11.66 14.00 Ton 60.5 67.7 63.0 
FRUITS, ETC. 
Apples, commercial. ....... — _ _ _ = a Lb. 58,000 65,000 65,000 
Mar bi ervies: ys, =%-s.nsts cs 2 s/o — - - = = - Ton 3.5 8.4 4.6 
Cranberries J22he <)a5 . sds _ = - _ - = Bbl. 702 742 800 
petrawberries U's 6 es: 2.2 1.5 ICS 1.4 28 29 23 Cwt. 42 44 ay) 
1/Includes portion processed. 2/Shelled. 
bushels per acre. Output of tobacco in Wisconsin for 1972 from the previous year as the yield was lower and harvested 
was 3 percent above 1971. Although yield of tobacco in 1972 acreage was down 12 percent. Poor harvesting weather se- 
was below a year earlier, the acreage was up 8 percent. Wis- verely curtailed the production of vegetables in Wisconsin 
consin’s 1972 potato crop had a sharp decline of 16 percent during 1972. Of the fruits, apples and cranberries produced 
SS EE GO ME > Dia a a ae aa a ae well in 1972 but winter damage reduced the strawberry and 
MEAT STOCKS DOWN cherry crops. 


FROM A YEAR AGO 


Cold storage stocks of meat in the Nation at the end of 
1972 were down 13 percent from a year earlier. Beef supplies Weather Summary, December, 1972 
in cold storage were 2 percent above December 31, 1971 but 



































Temperature Precipitation 

pork stocks declined 32 percent. Bek & els: Se 
Low | High | Mean oe ah ae departure 

Cold Storage Stocks of Meat since January 1 
United States Miner ceo ook oes —f75NNgo bkfo" “se! "1.95 > 7482 + 3.84 
SUPeCriOrey-pere-iecekeans = 1:7 35 11 18 e2 88 aon er PAG 
Change Spooner yr eoi-is atenaens 12 ee 11 ig] 1.90 -84 oF -87 
Commodit from Park, Falls essusu-icusk-newels —21 34 12 aR OG) UCUIG) 7-28, 
" last year Rhinelander... 2-1 —24 34 13 18 2025 Lele me gsi} 
Medford). 35. 92 sires — 27 37 12 18 3.28 1.33 + 6.66 
1,000 pounds Percent Marinette yume tales seis —16 40 20 25 2.85. so = SP MEYS} 
ARIZO Ns eles siete eee =—29 36 15 20 22742 MN'.03 a GSS 
Beer River Falls......... 12) eG hia AL ioW lf i.aK tt Oommen 2 ae 10 
FOAM ee: petvtenssial dea eyehec eye 326,493 357,745 340,035 362,004 eel. ie Croses om eee ro 44 16 22 mage 115 + 5.28 
In cure and cured :...... 11,872 S220) Ii 2550s Lies 66m th SS Haifieid Dama...  2euh 4 15 11 3.54 95 i PCA 
MOGAT AE ese lies ites se 338,365 365,972 351,290 373,370 Hone Marnhiclale eee N56 AO 14 19 3.19 1.10 4) GRR 
Pork: Hancockwacks)<.o cise... < =26 41 16 Qi LTO" 103 i ellel ey fa 
FROZEN we custo Gs sus eked. <0) + 312,436 309,698 221,226 209,602 — 32 Green Bay ia eee «eee =—21 39 17 va?) 2.49 1.18 + 1.44 
HN COGN ccm Gor b eye Tie 23,666 20,276 21,301 16,245 — 20 Oshkoshion acerricies —15 41 19 23. 0)°2:89) 51:34 a 504.6 
otal Newseua coe mvaiencnsers 336,102 329,974 242,527 225,847 ees SheboOy galliarne: creteterars —- 9 42 eB) 26 3.04 1.68 + 4.32 
LGW CASteY ta) near aeeue b —13 46 19 24 254 heS 5) am Heh 
Other meats and meat Darlington.....:.--; =17 48 18 ° 24° 2.19 140 + 5.00 
products: flisbaror@lvectets ee 494.9456 BIST) 290) MPs 1.136) wltiyh4é 
Veal, frozen .........-- 8,717 8,964 11,962 12,183 + 36 ees Sedpebariet Be Pre ae oe eae ste. * 
Lamb and mutton, frozen.| 19,336 19,260 17,121 16,616 — 14 Caras Saat a Feeney i ws 17 23 fate pe a: "80 
Canned meats in cooler: Beloit 5::3ieoa ts signe, Sh ons —11 47 24 27, 2.44 1.56 =e LIIAPAG) 
ELA IIS! ite ates aieines tear esrets.« 36,687 52,862 61,603 46,692 — 12 Make Geneva <.. + «- — 7 44 23 26 2-sS 2.2 + 16.86 
Other meats) eyed cele 20,059 SS ele LSS eG. 47) ll Milwaukee (airport) .. is 10 42 20 See 4 nt. 6S: + 6.53 
Total caliimeats pci etc. 75952660 795.7.5310702,076 9,691,255) 3 Average for 24 stations|— 20 41 16 QI eOe3 7) 1k MESS 
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WISCONSIN FARMERS PLAN TO INCREASE 
ACREAGE OF MAJOR FIELD CROPS 


Wisconsin farmers intend to increase plantings of all the 
major field crops surveyed except oats. The expected acreage 
of the five major crops totals 4,981,000, an increase of nearly 
3% percent from the acreage planted for these crops in the 
spring of 1972. 

Plantings of all field corn in Wisconsin for 1973 are ex- 
pected to be 3,200,000 acres, 5 percent more than in 1972. 
If farmers follow these intentions, the 1973 corn acreage 
would be nearly equal to the record acreage planted in 1971. 

Prospective plantings of soybeans indicate that 190,000 
acres will be grown in Wisconsin in 1973, an increase of 19 
percent from last year and 46 percent greater than two years 
ago. This would be the largest soybean acreage planted for 
beans since the 192,000 acres in 1967. 

The 1973 oats crop is expected to total 1,554,000 acres 
based on the January intentions survey. If farmers carry out 
these intentions, the planted acreage of oats in 1973 would be 
1 percent below 1972. Oat acreage has been on a decline 
since 1953 but the short supplies of oats and straw caused by 
harvesting losses in 1972 may influence farmers’ plans further 
by spring. ; 

Barley acreage for 1973 is expected to be 25,000, an in- 
crease of 1,000 acres from the previous year but 4,000 acres 
below 1971 and less than half of the 55,000 acres planted in 
1968. 

Seedings of spring wheat in 1973 could show an increase 
because of the difficulty last fall for planting winter wheat. 


Based on farmers’ intentions, a total of 12,000 acres of spring 
wheat will be grown in 1973 compared with 11,000 acres in 
1972: 

Farmers in the major producing states plan to increase 
the planted acreage of corn and soybeans in 1973. Acreage 
intentions for the small grains also indicate an increase for 
oats and spring wheat but a slight decline for barley. 

Farmers in 35 states intend to plant 70% million acres of 
corn for all purposes in 1973, up 7 percent from last year. 
These states accounted for over 98 percent of the Nation’s 
corn acreage planted in 1972. 

Soybean growers intend to plant almost 49 million acres 
of soybeans for 1973 in the 27 states surveyed. If realized, 
this would be 5 percent more than a year earlier for these 
states which accounted for 99 percent of the Nation’s planted 
acreage of soybeans in 1972. 

The 33 states surveyed for planting intentions of oats 
indicated an increase of 1 percent from the acreage planted 
in 1972. These states planted almost 99 percent of the Na- 
tion’s oat acreage for harvest in 1972. 

Seedings of spring wheat in 1973 are expected to be up 
17 percent from 1972 because of substantial increases in the 
major spring wheat states of North Dakota, Minnesota, and 
South Dakota. 

Plantings of barley in 1973 could be down 1 percent 
from last year based on the January intentions survey. The 
three leading barley producing states — North Dakota, Mon- 
tana, and California — indicate no change in plantings from 
the previous year. 


Planted Acreage, Selected Crops, 1973 Intentions 
Compared with 1971 and 1972 Planted Acreage, Wisconsin and United States 








Wisconsin 





United States 























| Change from Change from 
1971 1972 1973 | last year 1971 a 1972 | 1973 last year 
1,000 acres Percent 1,000 acres Percent 
lara Valekey heh aS i cies ate ee 3,212 3,051 3,200 + 5 72,877 65,613 70,502 a7 
GEirh WP gts camo cago uuoT ol 1,588 1,570 1,554 =A | 21,692 20,051 20,268 + 1 
Soy beansy2 /iciacueysberstoroekedstensusee 130 160 190 + 19 43,048 46,538 48,763 + 5 
Barley ti) (asters snes nica 29 24 25 +) 4 10,721 10,253 10,120 = 1 
Spring wheats. glen ssi en 14 11 12 + 9 12,757 10,060 11,736 oT 








1/U. S. total includes acreage planted preceding fall. 2/Grown alone for all purposes. 


CATTLE AND CALVES ON FEED 
SLIGHTLY LOWER THAN LAST YEAR 


Cattle feeders in Wisconsin had 143,000 cattle and 
calves on feed January 1, 1973, a decline of 1 percent from a 
year earlier. A total of 91,000 cattle and calves were placed 
on feed in the last quarter of 1972 up | percent from that 
quarter in 1971. Fed cattle marketed numbered 54,000 during 
October through December, an increase of 2 percent from 
the comparable quarter in 1971. 

Wisconsin cattle feeders intend to market 54,000 cattle 
in the first quarter of 1973. These expected marketings would 
be the same as a year earlier. 

Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter market in 50 
states totaled 14,485,000 on January 1, 1973, up 4 percent 
from that date last year. The 23 major feeding states had 
13,920,000 on feed January 1, also 4 percent above the pre- 
vious year. 


Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter in the North 
Central States totaled 7,677,000 on January 1, down 2 per- 
cent from a year ago. Iowa, the second ranking feeding state 
in the Nation, had 6 percent fewer cattle on feed than on 
January 1, 1972. The number on feed in Nebraska was up 2 
percent and Kansas showed an increase of 14 percent. 

Cattle and calves on feed in the 10 Western States num- 
bered 6,243,000 on January 1, a gain of 14 percent from the 
previous year. Texas with an increase of 26 percent had the 
largest total on feed of any state. Cattle feeding in California 
was up 13 percent from January 1 last year while Colorado 
had an increase of 7 percent. 

Cattle and calves placed on feed in the 23 major feeding 
states during October through December 1972 were 1 percent 
greater than during the same period in 1971. Marketings of 
fed cattle for slaughter during the last quarter of 1972 were 
9 percent more than marketed in that quarter of 1971. Cattle 
feeders in the 23 major feeding states intend to market 7 per- 
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cent more cattle during January through March 1973 than 
were marketed in the first quarter of 1972. 


Cattle and Calves on Feed in the Nation 
January 1, 1973 with Comparisons 1/ 2/ 







Change from 











last year 
1,000 head Percent 

Peirsylvanial pec wis) «chet 92 91 49 87 —- 4 
ETO Miata ete te 2s leis ye-aicigs 308 320 174 300 — 6 
Rndsanar teed ose =e eked 314 327 211 276 — 16 
WOISE ere Shs ote hela 649 662 400 585 —12 
Michigan: hiv ates: 225 230 160 245 + 7 
Wisconsin <5 3 a6uh 2h ites 150 144 106 143 - 1 
Minnesota 5... . ctaere oi 548 §37 404 494 - 8 
TOW ole orator dos alate mers 1,992 222 1,408 1,981 = 6 
Missouri he. oes 342 373 210 310 =—17 
North Dakotazn ae... ao 45 52 32 47 — 10 
south Dakotas ..5.3 <2 =..- 339 363 285 378 + 4 
Nebraska ..-osieustorends « 1,422 1,550 1,403 1,581 aa 
TidtSaS inner. Steven aimee neve se 916 1,100 1,150 1,250 + 14 
Oklahoma'ys caters ater oe 236 253 272 272) +h 8 
(ECKOS RA Be epeteret ee ctate) ace 1,480 1.731 2,091 2,245 +926 
Montanayeegss o% siskects) chee 130 165 105 160 = 3 
dane pees alee 222 265 177 205 — 23 
GOlOfad@: s Fiat. tees ahs sts s 888 983 978 1,050 aru Ys 
New Mexico &.,. .veicus «case 165 188 195 226 + 20 
ATIZONG A. este ee ee ise 524 539 544 655 ape) 
Washington {2 ni eee oa 141 168 162 180 sie ths 
GQEGPOM AT. se tvese ansts Saeee ors 80 82 $2 69 — 16 
California, ces. sje cbe te = 1,001 1,045 1,206 1,181 ae he) 

DS OLALES o ueg henson suse: 125209) 1353390) ) 405774 ° 13,5920 ais 
INGW YODKS . cisternae oasis 11 12 14 + 16 
Maryland te cies seine 20 20 21 oe AG 
ALP ENEA Nec 1 artes Siete sucess 46 37 39 Sets 
North Carolina). 4,.)5= 49 47 45 — 4 
South Carolina ©)... \..0% « 18 23 26 shad 
NGO Ra. icsarael scl ah ces 59 62 65 es 
BIOTIGS steers ee eee 57 =I 58 ee 2 
Ken tuckye. ace sacks sete < 48 44 38 — 14 
MECTINGSSEE, (Was. ctelts (sc tos, <0 29 27 14 — 48 
Ala batiact ti. teres le ee = 35 34 Bie) + 9 
Mississippi. . Sic-r-)- ei <2 15 a7, 14 —118 
ATK ANGAS esc igi: cheteus uae 17 17 18 6 
Louisiana’: ae siete orelars 9 8 12 + 50 
Wyoming st.) 3\., smite pete 35 37 31 — 16 
Wtahears wicca coe ce 68 55 48 —13 
Nevada. « cassis oltteltas arcane 45 49 50 see? 

SI States ist. seers $2 57707 3,876 14,450 + 4 
New Jersey cvrac\sctels «ere « 5 5 nec: 
West Virginia’ 27 24 '2a:.- - 10 11 ame Kd) 
Other Stateseractetycteleres 5 4 2.0 
4:8: SEa VeSie seer cass) a ususieuehe 13,896 14,470 + 4 
Hawaliiee (3). 2 sila ene a2 15 15 n. Cc. 
United States a... . o.6 4.5% 13,911 14,485 3 et 





1/Cattle and calves on feed are animals being fattened for slaughter market on 
grain or other concentrates and are expected to produce a carcass that will grade 
good or better. 2/Data not available for periods blank. 


SHEEP AND LAMBS ON FEED 
CONTINUE SHARP DECLINE 


There were only 15,000 sheep and lambs on feed Janu- 
ary 1, 1973 in Wisconsin. This was 6,000 fewer than a year 
ago and 11,000 less than on January 1, 1971. Feeding of 
sheep and lambs for the slaughter market has been on the de- 
cline in Wisconsin for several years. The highest number on 
feed in Wisconsin was on January 1, 1932 when 124,000 
sheep and lambs were being fattened for the slaughter market. 

In the 26 states where estimates are made, there were 
2,873,000 sheep and lambs on feed January 1, 1973, about 
the same as a year earlier. The North Central States were 
down 2 percent from January | last year but the Western 
States had a gain of 5 percent. 

Sheep and lambs on feed in the seven major feeding 


states on January | were 3 percent below the previous year. 
These seven states (California, Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Ne- 
braska, South Dakota, and Texas) accounted for over half of 
the total sheep and lambs on feed in the 26 states. 


Sheep and Lambs: Number on Feed 1/ 



















Change from 
last year 


January 1, 
1972 


January 1, 
1973 


January 1, 
1971 





State and region 

















1,000 head Percent 

INGWiay OF Ku cteestece sistas Goce Hesc;: 
ONIOM ER acs onthe ss ohare lass, 3-8 Tir.cs 
Indiana s fants es seis si bes) 
TMNOIS peste osu eee —18 
Michigans tr stage cictot +11 
Wisconsiny cits. 0 oem ess — 29 
Minnesota Wate sisedcter <r eve =— 2 
TO Wa «tcc ve, toe bsp eee —- 8 
MisSsOULi ajoiets sists se) sss 9 
North; Dakotas toy. che. + 10 
South Dakotden.. 1... 1 —13 
Nebraska)... eretess ain ee © + § 
Kansas Bro 55 oyshecstene) <2 'e ca | 

NS Castates Smee - —- 2 
Oklahoma Ge esses cso + 21 
TERXASINS Cais Meer ae altel —15 
Montanal steuiers terres hie + 20 
Td3aho a-vaeeeteiee eee aoe — 25 
WYOMINE 22.24 oe eee ss +18 
Colorado tre. ree cece e- + 6 
New: Mexicomes «mc. + 59 
(ATIZONA. piencestaasRancte: bases ts +21 
Ubahseisa.s es sastateters eens N.C: 
Nevadars,. stats siatgs eet — 32 
Washingtontys..c oe itene ie = 8 
Ore gone ities hace ates als — 10 
Californiattann sate. + 1 

Western States ...... + 5 

Pos tatess2 forts nesta aes —|-3 

DO States) tap acere eevee w151C; 








1/Sheep and lambs on feed are animals being fattened for slaughter market on 
grain, other concentrates or succulent pastures and are expected to produce a 
carcass that will grade good or better. 2/lowa, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, 
Texas, Colorado and California. 


RED MEAT 
OUTPUT LOWER 


Commercial slaughter plants in Wisconsin produced 102 
million pounds of red meat during November, a decline of 4 
percent from a year earlier. Beef production was up 7 per- 
cent but output of pork was 16 percent below November 1971. 

The 97,000 cattle slaughtered in November were 3,500 
more than the previous year. Average liveweight of cattle was 
1,146 pounds for November, an increase of 30 pounds from a 
year ago. 


Commercial Livestock Slaughter 


Number Liveweight 



























Area November eee November 
1971 | 1972 |lastyear{ 1971 [| 1972 
1,000 head Percent Million pounds 

Cattle 

Wisconsin ....... 93.5 97.0 + 4 104.3 i ie Se 

United States 1/ .. | 2,923.5 2,986.0 od wee) 3,024.4 3,149.8 
Calves 

WISCONSIN persia. 23.9 19.4 —19 3u7 3.3 

United States 1/.. 302.7 253.6 —16 75.0 62.1 
Hogs | 

Wisconsin. 5.6 s<: <> 330.0 290.0 —12 78.5 66.7 

United States 1/ .. | 8,217.0 7,459.9 =—- 9 1,989.5 1,823.9 
Sheep and lambs 

Wisconsine.". . cit 4 4 Ayes .039 -037 

United States 1/ .. 859.0 854.2 ~= of 90.1 91.4 





1/Excludes Alaska and Hawaii. 
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BEEF CATTLE PRICES HIGHER 


Prices of feeder steers, slaughter cows, and fed steers in- 
creased from November to December. Good grade feeder 
steers weighing between 600-700 pounds averaged $41.92 a 
hundredweight at the Kansas City market in December, a 
record price. Feeder steers were up $2.17 from November 
and were $7.86 above December 1971. 

Good grade fed steers weighing between 900-1100 
pounds averaged $34.51 a hundredweight at the St. Paul mar- 
ket in December. This was an increase of $1.86 from the pre- 
vious month and $3.48 higher than a year ago. Utility cows 
at St. Paul averaged $26.76 a hundredweight during Decem- 
ber, up $1.10 from November and $4.12 more than a year 
earlier. 


BEEF CATTLE PRICES 


S. St. Paul & Kansas City Monthly Averages 1970,71I, 7, 
40 —— 
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“Good Steers 
4 §. St Paul 


Utility Cows 
. St Paul 
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HOG PRICE AT RECORD HIGH 


Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul market aver- 
aged $30.66 a hundredweight in December, a record high 
price for any month. The December hog price was $2.95 
higher than November and $9.69 above the previous year. 
During 1972, prices of barrows and gilts at St. Paul averaged 
$26.75 a hundredweight, a gain of $8.27 from the 1971 aver- 
age. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 
oat St. Paul 


Monthly Averages 1970,71,72 
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